
■■■ Inkdensity is theamount or thicknessof inkonpaper.The thicker the layer of
ink,the stronger the colour. Inkfilm thickness can’t bemeasureddirectly,but youcan
measure inkdensitywithadensometer,whichmeasures theamount of light reflected
fromaprint sample.The less light there is being reflected,thedenser or thicker thefilm
of ink. ■■■ Inkdensitywill dependonyourpressoperator,the inkused,thepaper
stockandawholehost of other factors–and it’s oneofmany variables thatwill affect
howadesignappears inprint.Thesedays,goodprinting companieswill conform to
stringent standards,suchas ISO12647,whichmake it easier to get agoodmatch
betweenpresses.■■■Whiledesigners shouldhaveagoodknowledgeof theprinting
process,theyhaveno influenceover inkdensity. If you’re concernedabout the colours
inadesign,youneed toensure yourprinter is chosenonquality criteria aswell asprice.
If a printer conforms to standards suchas ISO12467,then it’s a sign that they’re capable
of thenecessaryquality procedures.
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Four rules for
printer proofs

Multiple views
If you’re relyingon yourprinter todo
amendments,youneed toexplainwhat
youwantproperly.Poorly communicated
amendmentsmightmean that yourprinter
has to reproof a jobwhen itwasn’t really
necessary.Andproofsneed togo through
variousquality-checkingprocedures,so
thereareanumberof peoplewhoneed to
understandyour corrections– it’s not just
theartworker orMacoperator, it’s also the
plate-checkerandall sortsofotherpeople.

Make it obvious
Manyyoungerdesignershaven’t been
introduced to traditional correction
symbols. It’s not vital to know them–so
longaswhat you’remarkingon theproof
is clear,whether youunderline something
andadda‘takeout’symbol or simply
score through it.The important thing
is clarity. It’s easy to get so caughtup in
thedesignprocess that youassume the
person reading your correctionshas
beenon thesame journey youhave.

Be precise
If youwrite requests suchas:‘Make this
lighter,’or ‘Make it bigger’,wewon’t know
how light or howbig youmean.Sometimes
thiswill beobvious, if it’s something that
canonlyfill acertainspace,butsometimes
itwon’t be clear if youmean2per cent
bigger,20per cent or 200per cent.Don’t
assumeprior knowledgeabout yourdesign
or yourbrief.Whilewe try toquestion
thingsaswegoalong,youcan’t do that
at certain timesof theday.

Keep it relevant
If you’vedone internal proofing for your
creativedirector or senior designer, it
mightbe that thoseamendsare still on
theproof.So,whenweget it back,we
might see twosets of amends. If your
printer seesawordor an image that’s
beencircled in redpenwithaquestion
mark inbluepen, it’s going to raise
questions. If there’s information thatwe
don’t need to see,go throughandclearly
mark it as something to ignore.


